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tact with smallpox and who refuse to be
vaccinated. There the anti-vaccination-
ists are vociferous in their protests, and
go to great pains to persuade the people
to resist and refuse vaccination. In con-
sequence, the only protected inhabitants
of the state are the small minority who
appreciate the value of vaccination and
have sought its protection of their own
free will, or who have been vaccinated
in states where compulsory vaccination
is enforced.
What then is the result of such whole-
sale neglect of vaccination? It is pre-
cisely what one might expect. Minne-
sota is a heavy sufferer from smallpox,
not only in epidemic years, but every
year. Since 1900 there have never been
less than a thousand reported cases, and
the figures mounted to over six thousand
in 1930, to over nine thousand in 1921,
approximately twenty-two hundred in
1922, and nineteen hundred in 1923.
These figures, when compared to those
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